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                REUNION 2026 GETTYSBURG PA     
      This years reunion is coming soon, The cut off dates for our room block is looming, with the end of the room 
pricing on Sunday August 16th. Don’t get locked out . This reunion as with all reunions is a test. Looking at our 
ages and our health we grow fewer every year. As those numbers go down costs of rooms , banquets and hospi-
tality rooms go up. At some time we may need to end our stand alone reunions and possibly join the Society of 
the Fifth at their reunion.As you know we are a small group of men that spent time so many years ago in the little 
country of Vietnam. We were a stand alone unit in the big picture of things we were special in that fact. There 
were good times and bad times. Most of us survived and came home to be welcomed by only our families. We 
started jobs, started back to school, and started families. They were our main focus until 2001, when we first 
gathered together in Las Vegas, a group of 17 Troopers and families. That was the start of a great run of 24 re-
unions. This year will be our 25th. Friendships have grown and we have become not just a group of old soldiers, 
but a family. Our wives have become sisters to our brotherhood. Our children and grand children have attended 
the reunions and learned there are a lot of guys just like their dad or granddad. 
          To me these reunions have been therapeutic. They have helped me sort out memories of my time in Viet-
nam, and have given me new friends that I have known for years. We were compartmentalized by our time in the 
troop. We have the original troopers that came over in 1968 we have troopers that were realigned and sent to the 
11th Cav. and 11th Cav guys who came to our Troop. We have the guys that spent 1969 and 1970 with the troop 
and then the Last men standing that were in the troop in 1971 and closed the books on our Vietnam 
experience. Since we have been gathering we have been able to learn about each era and see the growth of the 
troop, and the trials that the troop endured. When we were there we usually only saw one side of an event the 
reunions have allowed Officers, NCO’s and the rest of us see the bigger picture of what was going on and why it 
happened. We were all wary of our first reunions not sure of what it would be like. To date I think every trooper 
has felt relief and enjoyed his time seeing old friends and others that know what he went thru because they went 
thru it also. I think I said enough Come to the reunion and have a blast you will be welcomed with open arms.
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                         Registration A Troop 4/12 Cavalry Reunion 2026
                             Wednesday September 16th Thru Sunday September 20th
                      Comfort Suites, 945 Baltimore Pike Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 17325             
       Trooper Name

        Names of others attending with Trooper

        Registration fee is $55.00 per Trooper

        Banquet Fee is $60.00 per person

                                                Total Cost

Ladies Luncheon no cost please show
Number of attendees

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE to : A Troop
Mail To: Keith Eaton 5548 Hazelwood Rd.Columbus,OH.43229

          Break out your Blue and Gray, we will be going to Gettysburg Pa. for this years reunion. The following is 
the reservation information. The reunion will be from Wednesday September 16th and checking out on 
Sunday the 20th We will be staying at the Comfort Suites, 945 Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg Pa. 17325
         Our group # is HW92J4. You can book on line or call the hotel at 717-334-6715
         You can reserve a King Suite  with a King size bed or a Queen Suite with two Queen sized beds these are 
one room suites. Their cost including taxes is $166.50 per night and includes breakfast. They also have 2 room 
suites in King or Queen for $216.15. The cut off date for our room block and prices is Sunday August 16th so 
PLEASE book early as I only have 30 rooms blocked off but I can possibly get more if we fill up early. 
        The hotel has no Bar or restaurant, but we can bring in food and drinks. We will be only about a mile from 
downtown and there are many fine restaurants in the downtown area.
         I will be catering the Ladies luncheon on Friday and the dinner on Saturday night. We will have the ball 
room for 4 days and will use it for the hospitality suite, the luncheon and the dinner.
         Lets get the party started and book your room early. We are next to the visitors center where you can book 
tours ( either guided or self-led ) and also get info on what to see and do.
         If you are flying in you can use either Baltimore BMI airport or Harrisburg airport. You will either need to 
rent a car or make other arraingments since there are no limos or other types of transportation.
        Hope to see you all there and some new faces would be great. If you have any questions you can contact me 
on my cell at 585-314-8782                     Peace Rag
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Columbus,Ohio Reunion:
 Sitting in the hospitality suite brought back memories.
 Here I am over whelmed, friends,memories and feelings.
When I speak, I choke up, at other times my voice is clear
as a bell.
I am among true heros and friends.
In memories eyes, we are all youth but with a blink of the 
aged eye, old men appear.
As time passes, so do we the proud, the brave and now the few.
When we assemble at Fiddlers Green with a roll call of
A Troop, All present or accounted for.
                                                    b Curnell  09/19/2025

Good bye Jerry Malan

SKEE CARAY WALLY

W/C-RATS

1ST LAS VEGAS PARADE VIETNAM MEMORIAL FORMATION
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It’s Not too late get your reservations now
        We are looking for big things in Detroit, I think you will love it.
The past five years have been a little tough on our brotherhood. We have lost some of our regular attendees and/or
their significant others. We are now in our mid seventies and marching in Veterans Day Parades would be a reason to
not go to a reunion. Covid didn’t help either. Our reunion numbers have been dwindling. We are not alone. Other
organizations are experiencing the same thing. It is difficult to obtain good hotel and banquet rates for smaller groups. If
you are the person putting the party on, it is nerve racking watching to see if the number of attendees equals or ex-
ceeds the commitment numbers made with the hotel and caterers.
      At this years business meeting we will be discussing the possibility of joining the Society of the Fifth veterans
organization for future reunions. We can still have our own newsletter and Cav Store. Bob and Nancy Curnell are
attending the Society’s reunion this September. Many of our men did time with other units in the fifth, particularly
officers. This is not a new idea, Coop knew that joining the fifth would probably happen when we got older. Many of
us joined the SOFD to establish a “Camp” for the Cav within the organization. The “Camp” concept is no longer used
by the SOFD, but as a result they are very aware of our success as an organization. Their numbers are also dwindling
and they would welcome us with open arms.
      Since this years’ event is in Michigan, I took the liberty of calling all thirty nine troopers who served with the Cav. I
should say 10 calls. All the rest have either passed or their phone numbers have been disconnected. Please if your
number has changed, let me know or let the Trooper know so we can stay intouch.

  John Sharpe ( john@sharpestuff.com ) The Trooper ( keaton47@ameritech.net ).
     Those who have not registered or gotten their hotel reservations please do so by Labor Day. We will of course not
turn anyone away after that, but it will make planning alot easier. I will be calling all attendees to see who wants to join
us on the Detroit River Cruise.The cruise costs $75 per person. It will be on Friday evening at 6 P.M. the cruise
includes dinner and entertainment. I need to get a pre count to make arrangments for bus transportation to the venue.

 Check out the Cav web site “ atroop412can.net” for a presentation of the things to expect at the reunion.

See You Soon, John Sharpe

A Troop, 4th Squadron, 12th Cavalry
5548 Hazelwood Rd.
Columbus, Oh 43229

Disclaimer
The 12th Cav Trooper is an
authorized  publication of  A Troop
4th Squadron 12th Cavalry.  Articles
or opinions  expressed in  this
 publication,  however, reflect the
views  of  the authors and do not
imply  endorsement   by  the
 Association.

Change of Address
Provide all changes of address to
The Trooper, 5548 Hazelwood Rd.
Columbus,Oh. 43229
c/o Keith Eaton

The 12th Cav
TTrrooooppeerr

Needs Your Support

We hope you enjoy receiving The
12th Cav Trooper.  As you can
see, the format and contents are new
and will coutinue to improve.  The
production of such a quality newslet-
ter, however, is not inexpensive.  The
newsletter constitutes one of the high-
est expenses of the Association bud-
get. Many thanks to those who have
contributed.  Many more contributions
are needed,  Please send your check
(Payable to   A Troop, 12th Cavalry)
along with the form  below to Keith
Eaton 5548 Hazelwood Rd.
Columbus,Oh. 43229. We will list all
who donate in the next issue.

I  Support The 12th Cav TTrrooooppeerr

Patriot   $25  Trooper   $15 Scout  $10
 Name _________________________

Thanks for your Support! 

PATRIOT
Raymond Beatty

Billy Joe Sams

Gene Reiter  Hank Gregor

Daniel Collins

Robert J Long

Jerry Beverage

Bob Richards

Dexter Lehtinen

John L B Smith

Albion Bergstrom 2

Don Cascini


