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2024 is now a memory and with our reunion more good memories, below is a note

from Don Cascini our host for Asheville 2024. Thanks for the great job Don.

It was great to see all our reunion troop members and families at the Asheville Reunion. It was a relaxing,
few days for all to get together and go over times of the past.

Asheville is a mecca for tourists and so many things to experience. There was a shuttle available at the
hotel entrance which provided attendees the opportunity to visit the Biltmore Estate, the Arts District, Biltmore
Village and many other areas of interest.

Rich Stefani was so gracious to bring his Sprint car with a list of all our brothers who had fallen, as well
as fallen veterans from his hometown.

We especially want to thank, Colonel (ret) U.S. Army, Albion Bergstrom for an informative, professional
presentation. There were pictures from the time we all served in Vietnam and Al gave us an understanding of
global current events.

Unfortunately, the following week left much of Asheville destroyed by Hurricane Helene. We were for-
tunate all our families were able to leave the weekend before it devastated the area. Please keep them in your
prayers, as this will take a very long time to recover.

Hoping all the Troopers and their families had an enjoyable and blessed set of holidays. Looking forward to
seeing everyone at the next reunion. Don Cascini

| .,
Rich Stefani’s Sprint car decorated with Troop photos and the
names of troopers and others that died in Vietnam from his home
town. Thanks Rich and Gail

Rich and Gail Stefani 3rd Platoon 1971

Don’t Forget the reunion reservation cut off is 8/20/2025 get your rooms reserved early.
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Registration A Troop 4/12 Cavalry Reunion 2025
Wednesday September 17th thru Sunday the 21st

Embassy Suites Columbus

Trooper Name

Names of others attending with Trooper

Registration Fee is $55.00 per Trooper

Banquet Fee is $60.00 per person

Total Cost

Ladies Luncheon no cost please show
number of attendees

Make Checks Payable to : A Troop

Mail To: Keith Eaton
5548 Hazelwood Rd.
Columbus,Ohio 43229

Our reunion hotel is the Embassy Suites Columbus 2700 Corporate Exchange Drive Columbus,Oh. 43231
Reservations must be received no later than 8/20/2025. After this date reservations will be accepted on a space
and rate availability basis only. Group rates are not guaranteed after this date.

Our reunion room rate is $129.00 per night with rooms available 2 days prior and 2 days past the reunion
dates. This rate does not include any taxes currently at 17.5 %

All rooms are suites with either a single King bed or two Double beds. a limited number of handicap suites
are available and they are all near the elevator lobby on each floor.

Reservation Methods: Call the Hotel direct at: 614-890-8600 and mention the group name-A Troop
Call Toll Free 1-800-emb-assy and mention the group name/rate-ATroop, On Line, Go to http://www.columbus.
embassysuites.com. Select dates of reunion. Go to special rate and put code TSQ in It will then take you back
where you can select your room type it will say on that page A Troop 4 Squadron pricing. The calling the hotel
direct is probably the best way to go.

Check in time is 4:00 P.M. but as a courtesy you may check in earlier depending on occupancy levels and
availability of ready rooms.

Individual Reservation Cancelation Policy: In order to avoid being charged in full, a reservation must be can-
celed at least 48 hours prior to intended arrival date Guests that fail to check in or fail to cancel their reservation
prior to 4:00 P.M. 48 hours prior to arrival, shall be charged for 1 full nights room and tax.
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Things to see and do while in Columbus

1.) Motts Military Museum

The museum is located at 5075 South Hamilton Rd. Groveport Ohio, 43125. The hours are Tuesday
thru Saturday 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. The museum has displays covering the entire military history of the
United States. From the French and Indian wars to our latest conflicts in Iraq and Afganistan. They have

almost 10,000 square feet of indoor exhibits and also have a large yard with military vehicles and aircraft.
There is an Admission Charge for the Museum

Adults $12.00
Seniors and Veterans $10.00
Students $ 7.00
Children Under 5 Free

To check out the Museum it’s web site is Mottsmilitarymuseuminc.com

2.) National Veterans Memorial and Museum

This museum is located in downtown Columbus on the Scioto river. 300 W. Broad Street, Columbus
Ohio 43215. I have yet to go to this Museum but it is highly ranked in it’s field. With three floors of exhibits
and displays. Parking is free to Veterans I think but there is an admission charge.

Veterans and Gold Star Families Free
Adults 18-64 $18.00
Seniors 65+ $16.00
Youth 5-17 $11.00
Children under 5 Free

You can visit their web site for more info. Https:Nationalvmm.org

3.) National Museum of the U S Air Force

This museum is located at 1100 Spaatz Street, Dayton,Ohio 45433 it is large and will take more than
3 hours to see everything. There are multiple galleries covering all facets of the Air Force history from
Planes to missles. There is a theater there and a cafe. Admission is free and the hours are 9-5 daily.
The cafe is open 10:30 A.M. till 4:30 P.M.. This is about an hour and 15 minutes from the hotel.

Directions: Go 170 west from Columbus ,Exit at Exit44A 1675 South. Go to Exit 15 Col. Glenn Hwy.
At the bottom of the ramp turn right on to Col. Glenn Hwy. Go to the 4th traffic light Harshman Road/

Wright Brothers Parkway. Turn Right and exit at Springfield Pike at the end of the ramp turn right
Entrance to Museum on right.

Web site is nationalmuseum.af.mil

4.) Shopping

Polaris Fashion Place Large shopping mall just north of the hotel one exit north of 270 and I 71
Large area with restaurants and an enclosed mall with a large number of outside strip malls.

Easton Town Center Another large shopping destination is just east on 270 from the hotel you can
exit 270 at either the Easton exit or the Morse Rd. exit. Easton is another large shopping area
with restaurants and many places to shop.

5.) The Columbus Zoo , one of the premier zoological parks in the nation. Address 4850 W. Powell Rd.

Powell.Ohio 43065. Web site is (www.columbuszoo.org) Admission for those over 60 is $33.99 for a
one day pass. Plus parking at $10.00 per car.

Enjoy Your Stay here in Columbus
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Chairmans Corner

Another great reunion, put on by the third herd and led by Don Cascini. A good turnout considering we
aren’t getting any younger. Followed by great timing as the Asheville area suffered tramatic damage only
days after our departure. It may or may not fully recover to the way we enjoyed it.

I hope everyone had a terrific holiday. If you missed our Christmas card it is probably because you didn’t
leave a forwarding address with Keith. Christmas this year was much better than it was at Charlie 2.

Certain dates bring back certain memories. Jan. 2nd 1970 a rocket cleared the top of 26 and 28 and landed
far too close. Most of the sharpnel went forward, but enough came back to send Daryl Pence home with a
broken leg, Mike Deirling took a pretty good chunk of metal across his back, Butch Bass caught shrapnel in the
leg that caused an infection that put him in and out of the field for the rest of his tour. Four or five of us sus-
tained some minor shards. I was an FNG and an extra man until that day.

Sometime around Jan.6, 26 went out with Sgt Alexander (Stringbean), Myself as driver,Alan Moral as
loader, Sgt DiSanto was on R&R, and we had no gunner. We were pretty deep in the DMZ northeast of AS,
when I hit a land mine. We tried to drive it on one track until the final drive seized up. We blew the track off
and tried to tow it until we got too bogged down. We padlocked it. Took the 50 off and left it.

It was getting dark and we were the security for C2. A4 arty started shooting flares for us. No sooner would
one burn out when another would pop. When we got too close to A4 for arty to fire, C2 arty took over. Finally
a road. When we got too close for C2 to fire A4 had turned their guns around and took us the rest of the way. I
am still amazed at what a wonderful job they did. Kids 18,19,and 20.

The same incident, while still northwest of A4, one of the ACAVs hit a mine. I believe Wally Mendoza was
a passenger. Capt. Spruill didn’t mess around, he immediately called in a medivac. The rear of the column was
firing H&I’s and the medivac (call sign Batman) was hesitant to land as we were under fire. Capt. Spruill
convinced him he was coming down one way or the other.

The following day we went to pickup 26. We fired on it with cannister and I wore shirts with fleschette holes
for the rest of my tour. We towed 26 to A4. Sgt Disanto returned from R&R with no gunner, no driver, and no
tank. A night to remember.  John Sharpe

I have always been extremely proud of my fellow Cav Members and my time in Viet Nam. Like Rag,
Stefani, and others who made statements of their time in the service on their vehicles,I did the same on my
airplane. I built this from a kit and wrecked airplane. The FAA let me assign the numbers 412CV. The logo on
the tail I believe came from John JT Tillman. Cav colors of course. It can do 220 mph and pull 6 gee’s. I am not
Crazy.
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Robin Rogers and Brooks Styles

John Sharpe and Don Scott

Diane and Bob R-ebbec

Kent and Jeanine Drake
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Ist Platoon: Brooks Styles,Ted Whipple,Jim Rinaldi & = .. ! T A

Dave Larson, Joe Shue, Al Christine W, -J foea
2nd Platoon: Roger Curry, Bob Rebbec,Merle Reed
John Sharpe, Dennis Perrino, John Richardson
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3rd Platoon : Albion Bergstrom, Don Cascini, Nick Cazarres, Kent Drake, Rich Stefani, Glen Lucas,
Bob Schlitzberger, Tom Sawyer, Ripp Smith, Don Scott, In front Gary Thrappas, Charlie Russell

HQ Platoon, Charles Curnell,Erwin(Red) Becker, Glenn amd Bev Lucas
Keith Eaton, Dennis Perrino
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Sisterhood of the Cav. L-R
Nancy Curnell,Cheryl Sharpe,
Bev Lucas, Kathleen Cascini,
Diane Rebbec,Linda Rinaldi,
Jeanine Drake,Shirley Curry,
Lori Shue, Peggy Thrappas,
Linda Eaton, Robin Rogers,
Angelica Corse, Diane
Schlitzberger, Val Larson.

These Ladies hold
us all together

Missing is Gail Stefani

John and Cheryl Sharpe
A

Don’t Forget Get Your Reservations before August 20
2025 Be There or Be Square

Nancy and Bob Curnell |



A Troop, 4th Squadron, 12th Cavalry
5548 Hazelwood Rd.
Columbus, Oh 43229

Disclaimer
The 12th Cav 7ROOPER is an
authorized publication of A Troop
4th Squadron 12th Cavalry. Articles
oropinions expressed in this
publication, however, reflect the
views of the authors and do not
imply endorsement by the
Association.

Change of Address
Provide all changes of address to
The Trooper; 5548 Hazelwood Rd.
Columbus,0Oh. 43229
c/oKeith Faton
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The 12th Cav

TROOPER
Needs Your Support

We hope you enjoy receiving The
12th Cav IROOPER. Asyoucan
see, the format and contents are new
and will coutinue to improve. The
production of such a quality newslet-
ter, however, isnotinexpensive. The
newsletter constitutes one of the high-
est expenses of the Association bud-
get. Many thanks to those who have
contributed. Manymore contributions
are needed, Please send your check
(Payableto ATroop, 12th Cavalry)
along with the form below to Keith
Eaton 5548 Hazelwood Rd.
Columbus,0h. 43229. We will list all
who donate in the nextissue.

Thanks for your Support!
PATRIOT

WALT FERGUSON
CHARLIE RUSSELL
TED WHIPPLE
PANDREW BELLENDIR
GENE REITER
RON BRUNDAGE
DEXTER LEHTINEN
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I Support The 12th Cav IROOPER
Patriot $25 Trooper $15 Scout $10

Name




